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Student Ambassador Programme

WORKSHOP 5
WASTE AND RESOURCE USE

24TH APRIL 2026/ 1PM BST



Housekeeping
Please turn on your camera if you feel able to, introduce yourself in
the chat and ask questions as we go along - we’d love to make this
as interactive as possible

Simultaneous translation - French and Spanish - please use the
globe icon to select your language.

The workshop is being recorded and the recording will be made
available to watch back afterwards

We will be having breakout groups later in the workshop

We’ll be looking to reach out to several of you to invite you to speak
briefly in workshop 6 in May, based on the information you
provided in your applications



Welcome and exploring this month’s topic: the Conservation
Hierarchy and actions for your campus around waste and
resource use

Group exercise in breakout groups - ideas and examples for
tackling waste: individual, campus/community and society

Student experiences - presentations and Q&A

Summary of next steps - workshop quiz, toolkit and final
workshop

Agenda:



NPU Student Ambassador team

Favour Eragbie
Student Ambassador Coordinator

Youth for Environmental Conservation

Hollie Thompson
NPU Project Assistant
University of Oxford

Emily Stott
NPU Coordinator

University of Oxford

Avani Jyani
Student Ambassador Coordinator

Familial Forestry India

Contact: Please use email (not WhatsApp) if you need to contact us!
emily.stott@biology.ox.ac.uk

hollie.thompson@biology.ox.ac.uk
naturepositiveuniversities@gmail.com
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Action
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Student resources
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Activity
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Pollution touches all parts of Earth
and is one of the 5 direct drivers of
ecosystem degradation

It is the largest environmental cause
of disease and major risk factor for
premature death in the world

Humanity produces 2.1 billion tonnes
of waste every year

Shifting to cleaner industries and
economies built on circular
approaches is possible and can bring
benefits to health, prosperity and
ecosystem health

Waste & Resource use

https://www.stateofglobalair.org/resources/report/state-global-air-report-2024


Waste & Resource use

Overconsumption
Carrying capacity of planet
We need new ways of thinking and designing
products we use
We need wiser ways to use our natural resources



Conservation Hierarchy

Restore species and ecosystems that
have been harmed

Renew, strengthen and invigorate
biodiversity via proactive effort

Reduce harm by mending existing items
to extend use, choose lower impact and

recycled products minimising
packaging and chemical use

Restore degraded and polluted areas.
Recycle, compost, reuse and repair

items before choosing disposal

REFRAIN

REDUCE

RESTORE

RENEW

Refrain from actions which would
harm species or ecosystems

Reduce harm by taking steps to
mitigate negative impacts

Avoid purchasing unnecessary items,
refuse single use, design for repair,

support refill options where possible

Volunteer for ecosystem restoration,
such as a river clean-up project,

advocate for ‘polluter pays’ regulation
and better waste management



REFRAIN

REDUCE

RESTORE

RENEW

Four steps for the Earth: mainstreaming the post-2020 global biodiversity framework Milner-Gulland, E.J. et al. One Earth, Volume 4, Issue 1, 75 - 87

Example: fashion/textile choices
Target: Reduce the environmental and social impact of my fashion/textile purchases as much as possible



Mitigation Hierarchy of Waste

Many similar
frameworks exist, also
based on the
Mitigation Hierarchy to
help prioritise waste
management
strategies



Circular economy

By avoiding creation of
‘waste’ in the first place and
using natural resources
wisely, we can find creative
solutions and move towards
circular systems creating
healthier societies and
ecosystems



Workshop 5 Actions:
This month’s task is flexible: we’d like you to explore and share with us in the workshop quiz/
in an activity form any initiatives related to waste, resource use and circular economy that are
already happening at your institution OR think about or plan a project you could work on
related to this topic, such as awareness posters mentioned earlier. 

We’d love to feature your Case Studies on the NPU website. We
need a title, 150 words, a photo, and a URL (if available) with a
link to a website / post with more information. We will also be
happy to feature these in this month’s Toolkit. 

 www.naturepositiveuniversities.net/case-studies

https://www.naturepositiveuniversities.net/case-studies/
https://www.naturepositiveuniversities.net/case-studies/




Group exercise - breakout groups
You will have 10 minutes in breakout groups

Share any ideas and examples for tackling waste and resource use that you’ve heard of or have been part of
at your institution or in your locality:

Group 1 will consider individual actions - for example taking a reusable bag shopping
Group 2 will consider campus or community actions - for example setting up swap shops
Group 3 will consider society actions - for example introduction of new regulations or policies

Automatically assigned one of three groups

Please use the chat, if you’re not able to
unmute 



Sharing experiences of waste and resource use actions

Amensinor Favour Okpohs, 
Student Ambassador, Ulster University, UK

Monika Dadhich & Varushi 
Student Ambassador, Indraprastha College For Women, University of Delhi, India

Laura Sofía Ávila, Santiago Figueroa Soto & Federico Teran Pascuas,
Student Volunteers, Pontificia Universidad Javeriana Cali, Colombia





Complete the workshop quiz - link will follow by
email and in WhatsApp.

We will email with a link to download the slides,
recording of this session, Toolkit 5: Waste and
resource use. These will also be be added to the
Student Resources page.

Continue to check WhatsApp group: share your
progress and any questions.

Sixth and final workshop date and topic:
May 29th: Advocacy and community
engagement

Next steps:



Some of your cities are taking part:
https://www.citynaturechallenge.org/participate

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Bangkok, Thailand
Berlin, Germany
Birmingham, Bristol, Exeter, London, Manchester, Oxfordshire,
Stoke-On-Trent etc, UK
Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, Australia
Cali, Colombia
Cairo, Egypt
Bhubaneswar, Delhi, Mumbai etc, India
Istanbul, Turkey
Montreal, Vancouver, Winnipeg, Canada
Stellenbosch, South Africa
Seattle, USA

If your city is not taking part - you can still join:
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2026-
global-project

Your institution might be taking place in the Campus Nature
Challenge, hosted by the Campus Biodiversity Network:
https://campusnaturechallenge.org/

City Nature Challenge 24-27  Aprilth

https://www.citynaturechallenge.org/participate
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2026-global-project
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2026-global-project
https://campusnaturechallenge.org/


 #GenerationRestoration
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