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Please do turn on your camera if you feel able to -
we’d love to make this as interactive as possible

Do introduce yourselves in chat, and ask questions as
we go through! 

We’ll be using an interactive whiteboard on Zoom
during this workshop asking you to share your ideas
and experiences with us

Housekeeping



Welcome and introductions - Emily

Exploring this month’s topic: the Conservation Hierarchy and
actions for your campus around waste and resource use

Presentations from student speakers and Q&A - sharing
experiences of projects focused on waste and resource use

Sharing actions, open discussions and whiteboard - Hollie

Summary of next steps - workbook form, toolkit and next
workshop - Favour

Flexible agenda:



Recap: Ambassador programme

 Green Skills
workshops 

Action
Toolkits

Workbook
forms

WhatsApp
chat

Student resources
webpage

Note about workbooks: please don’t use AI or chat-bots - this course is for you and your development and ideas



Pollution touches all parts of Earth
and is one of the 5 direct drivers of
ecosystem degradation

It is the largest environmental cause
of disease and major risk factor for
premature death in the world

Humanity produces 2.1 billion tonnes
of waste every year

Shifting to cleaner industries and
economies built on circular
approaches is possible and can bring
benefits to health, prosperity and
ecosystem health

Waste & Resource use

https://www.stateofglobalair.org/resources/report/state-global-air-report-2024


Waste & Resource use

Overconsumption
Carrying capacity of planet
We need new ways of thinking and designing
products we use
We need wiser ways to use our natural resources



Conservation Hierarchy

Restore species and ecosystems that
have been harmed

Renew, strengthen and invigorate
biodiversity via proactive effort

Reduce harm by mending existing items
to extend use, choose lower impact and

recycled products minimising
packaging and chemical use

Restore degraded and polluted areas.
Recycle, compost, reuse and repair

items before choosing disposal

REFRAIN

REDUCE

RESTORE

RENEW

Refrain from actions which would
harm species or ecosystems

Reduce harm by taking steps to
mitigate negative impacts

Avoid purchasing unnecessary items,
refuse single use, design for repair,

support refill options where possible

Volunteer for ecosystem restoration,
such as a river clean-up project,

advocate for ‘polluter pays’ regulation
and better waste management



REFRAIN

REDUCE

RESTORE

RENEW

Four steps for the Earth: mainstreaming the post-2020 global biodiversity framework Milner-Gulland, E.J. et al. One Earth, Volume 4, Issue 1, 75 - 87

Example: fashion/textile choices
Target: Reduce the environmental and social impact of my fashion/textile purchases as much as possible



From DEFRA - Waste hierarchy guidance document

Mitigation Hierarchy of Waste

Many similar
frameworks exist, also
based on the
Mitigation Hierarchy to
help prioritise waste
management
strategies



Circular economy

By avoiding creation of
‘waste’ in the first place and
using natural resources
wisely, we can find creative
solutions and move towards
circular systems creating
healthier societies and
ecosystems



Sharing experiences of waste and
resource use actions on campus
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Group exercise - whiteboard
A whiteboard will shortly appear on the screen, and you will have approx. 5 minutes to write down
any ideas and examples for tackling waste and resource use you’ve heard of or have been part of.



Workshop 5 Actions:
This month’s task is flexible: we’d like you to explore and share with us any initiatives related
to waste, resource use and circular economy that are already happening at your institution
OR think about or plan a project you could work on related to this topic. You are also
welcome to instead continue with existing projects related to NPU.

We’d love to feature your Case Studies on the NPU website. We
need a title, 100 words, a photo, and a URL (if available) with a
link to a website / post with more information. We will also be
happy to feature these in this month’s Toolkit. 

 www.naturepositiveuniversities.net/case-studies

https://www.naturepositiveuniversities.net/case-studies/
https://www.naturepositiveuniversities.net/case-studies/




Look out for our email next week! We will email with
a link to download the following: 

A copy of these slides 
A recording of this session to watch back 
Toolkit 5: Waste and resource use
Workbook Form 5: Waste and resource use

Continue to check WhatsApp group: share your
ideas and actions or ask advice from your peers!

Reminder - final workshop date and topic:
May 30th: Advocacy & community engagement

1:1 opportunity to meet with Favour Eragbie to
support your project ideas:
https://calendly.com/favochuwa/guidance-call-
with-favour-eragbie

Next steps:

https://calendly.com/favochuwa/guidance-call-with-favour-eragbie
https://calendly.com/favochuwa/guidance-call-with-favour-eragbie


Some of your cities are taking part:
https://www.citynaturechallenge.org/participating-
cities

Delhi, India
Kano State, Nigeria
Sydney, Melbourne, Australia
Monterrey, Mexico
Hong Kong
Lahore, Pakistan
Gottingen, Germany
Manchester, Bristol, Swansea etc, UK

If your city is not taking part - you can still join:
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-
challenge-2025-global-project 

City Nature Challenge 25-28  Aprilth



 #GenerationRestoration


